Common roots different voices: oral stories-telling promoting youth inclusion
Action 3.2 YiA project proposal
The project Common roots different voices: oral stories-telling promoting youth inclusion aims at facilitating the inclusion of youth with fewer opportunities, coming from disadvantage backgrounds from 3 continents: Europe, Africa and Latin America. Furthermore the project aim at empowering the dialogue and the cooperation between youth and youth workers coming from different countries and at creating a deep-rooted network able to realize enduring projects at local and international level.
Through local and international non formal educational activities, such as workshops, discussions, role-plays etc., the project wants to increase young people's consciousness about their cultural and social context, as well as their awareness about personal life skills (social and transversal competences), ideas, objectives and potential as protagonists of their life and their community. Asking young people their opinion and giving them international and local visibility this project wants to turn young people involved from target subjects to multiplier, facilitator, and educator amongst their equals about the project's topics. Promoting their social and personal life skills, as well as their professional abilities concerning ICT tools (through the realization of web-blogs, videos, facebook pages etc) the project aims at promoting the young people's social and professional inclusion. Furthermore, Common roots different voices: oral stories-telling promoting youth inclusion project aims at empowering intercultural dialogue and the youths' consciousness about global issues (such as MDG) and its connection whit local communities' problems.
The theme of the project is the oral tradition and the story telling as a way to preserve the past and to describe and better understand the present, as a way to encourage youth in becoming multiplier actors at local and national level, able to realize networking actions and grass-rooted projects.

Project objectives:

· To promote the knowledge and understanding among young people with fewer opportunities from different partner countries.

· To raise awareness among young people with fewer opportunities about their social rights and the ways to fulfill them.

· To encourage the autonomy, the personal and social development of the participants through non-formal education activities and outdoors activities.

· To use art, especially oral tradition and the story telling as a tool to foster youth participation and understanding among different cultures

· To encourage in young people with fewer opportunities the capacity to aspire and the reinforcement of positive values, including self-esteem and sense of self-worth.

· To aware participants about their role as multipliers of the project results encouraging them to act out this role in an active way with their peers.

· To reinforce the value of non-formal education in contexts of exclusion as a tool to achieve an effective enjoyment of social rights.

· To facilitate the exchange of experiences and good practices between youth, youth workers and youth leaders from 3 different continents (Europe, America and Africa).

· To promote good practices and innovative ideas to be used for inclusion and diversity in youth work in the above mentioned regions

· To facilitate the intercultural learning process and the intercultural dialogue

· To create premises for international partnership between groups actively involved at local level

· To encourage the use of art and culture as a tool for inclusion of young people with fewer opportunities and promotion of cultural diversity 

· To create a proper environment where young people can share experiences and build up joint /common projects

· To contribute to the development of art and culture related skills of the participants

· To establish the premises for a long term cooperation between NGOs from the countries concerned

· To promote good practices and innovative ideas to be used for inclusion and diversity in youth work in the above mentioned regions
In order to reach our objectives, we will organize workshops that will explore oral tradition and the story telling as a way to preserve the past and to describe and better understand the present, as a way to encourage youth in becoming multiplier actors at local and national level, able to realize networking actions and grass-rooted projects.

Furthermore, through our efforts, we intend to formulate relevant conclusions that will address the needs of young people throughout Europe, and find ways to show themes, Art and-Culture and Inclusion for several reasons. First of all, youngsters with fewer opportunities will be able to use their skills and develop new ones raising awareness at the same time on issues related to the inclusion and cultural diversity. Secondly, these are topics influencing the everyday lives of youth from three continents. Finally, we believe these tools would encourage them to act as multipliers in their local communities. The activities developed will encourage the policy dialogue in the field of youth and the development of partnerships and networks, will produce information and awareness campaigns in favor of and by young people, training and capacity-building of youth workers through non formal training, seminars and conferences with special regard to the themes of poverty, social inclusion, intercultural learning, intercultural dialogue and sustainable development, forum of discussion for youth organizations and multipliers, large-scale events - seminars and conferences in each partner local areas in order to share and disseminate the results of this project within the regional community at local and national level with multiplying effect.


The activities foreseen are: 
· regular meetings of the national project teams
· an international startup meeting, 
· several workshops realized at local level in participating countries on the theme oral tradition and the story telling. Gathering, collecting oral traditions and stories from each country, 
· creation of an Internet portal about topics like intercultural dialogue and youth participation, containing not only information about the project and its activities, but also articles, useful links and other information about the topic of the project.
· 1 study visit, 

· a training course on the topics: intercultural dialogue & art and culture as tools for inclusion,
· interactive national exhibitions containing materials and photos collected from each country in order to promote intercultural dialogue through sharing traditional stories.

· good practice manual publishing and project DVD creation,
· dissemination and valorization activities
· evaluation meeting.

The project will be developed in different countries, in the big cities and local communities from 3 different continents Europe, Africa and Latin America and the participants involved will be more than 500.

The activities will: promote different cultures, boost collaboration between youth organizations, and enhance the youth exchange and cooperation.
The results foreseen are: 
· to forecast the active participation of young people with fewer opportunities coming from suburbs to the social and community life, 
· to empower their capability in developing partnerships and networks, to promote activities encouraging the policy dialogue in the field of youth, to ease intergenerational dialogue, 
· to contribute the development of the quality of support systems for youth activities realized by voluntary service organizations in the youth field.
· a strong network of organizations, NGOs and other non-profit actors from Europe and Africa and Latin America will be created and will enhance possibilities for further follow-up projects,

· 1 training course on the topics intercultural dialogue & art and culture as tools for inclusion involving 5 participants from each partner country,
· 1 international study visit involving 2 representatives from each participating country,
· Internet portal on the topics concerned by the project,
· At least 1 national workshop in each participating country,
· One common good practices manual,
· Project DVD containing materials collected during project activities,

· Creation of promotional and dissemination materials,
· 1 international evaluation meeting.
The project will be disseminated at local and international level: in particular at the end of the project will be edited a booklet that will present in detail the actions developed and the linked outputs, in the publication will be also included a t-kit for youth workers active in disadvantage backgrounds.

After each meeting in each organization country will be done dissemination activities through meetings, conferences, seminars, and using web tools (newsletter, mailing, websites, forum, social networks). At the end of the project a final DVD will collect all the know-how produced during the 12 months of activities and a Good practices manual containing experiences from the project as well as oral and traditional stories from participating countries will be published.
As envisaged impact of the project are highlighted the empowerment of the local communities and associations and the creation of a network that could enable the capabilities of local youth and youth worker and that could give them new tools to realize enduring projects with a deep rooted impact at local level and international.

The project strategies foresee a comprehensive approach to the themes of access to social rights, youth participation and fight against poverty and exclusion. It is based on activities that focus on education and advocacy what permits to have both aspects of development work, thus creating a more sustainable impact.

Target group and beneficiaries

Direct target group

160 young young people aged 17-25 from disadvantaged urban areas who live critical situations from the economic or social point of view, with a common consequence: lack of opportunities, poverty and exclusion. 

Direct beneficiaries

160 young people, youth workers, NGOs

Indirect beneficiaries

2500 young people involved in peer education and youth workers and NGOs participating in valorization activities
Eligible participating countries

· Youth in Action Programme Countries:
· The Member States of the European Union5: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom;

· Those countries of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA): Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland;

· Candidate countries: Croatia, Turkey.

B. Partner Countries

Latin America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela.

Africa: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo (Brazzaville), Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tome e Príncipe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Caribbean: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sainte-Lucia, Saint-Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago.

Pacific: the Cook Islands, East Timor, Fiji, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.
IMPORTANT:

Since the deadline for submitting project application for will be May 14-th 2013, please be fast in sending your documents. Only selected organizations will be contacted by Mod of Life association.

Attached partnership documents should be send to office@modoflife.ro with the subject line “Common roots different voices: oral stories-telling promoting youth inclusion project” no later than May 11th 2013.

