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» Create opportunities for better comunities! «

Slovenia, February 9th – 14th 2009, Radovljica 
Contact making seminar
for development of inclusion projects.

Slovenian National agency of the Youth in Action programme is organising a contact making seminar for the development of international projects for / with young people with fewer opportunities especially: ex-offenders, school dropouts, young people with educational difficulties and social obstacles with the title “Create opportunities for better comunities!” which will be held in February 2009 in Slovenia. It should bring together youth workers from Programme Countries in order to get to know each other, their organisations and countries. The seminar will provide the opportunity to exchange experience of their past and exchange/create ideas for future. 

AIMS OF THE SEMINAR

The main aim of the seminar is to promote contacts between participants from different countries in order to stimulate the development of Youth in action projects among their organisations as well as:

· to facilitate the process of finding partners for future projects in the field of young people with fewer opportunities,

· to provide opportunities for learning about young people with fewer opportunities, their realities in various countries and experiences with youth work as a tool for their social inclusion.

· to acquire new skills for organizing and implementing Youth in Action projects,

· to develop ideas for new Youth in Action projects.

OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR

Particular objectives of the seminar are to:

· identify groups of young people with fewer opportunities and their realities in different countries,

· acording to local realities identify needs of young people (ex-offenders, school dropouts, young people with educational difficulties and social obstacles) and identify misions of organizations and shape future cooperation in international level.
· learn to develop, implement and evaluate projects with and for young people with fewer opportunities in international context,

· develop and exchanging methods of work with young people with fewer opportunities,

· promote of Youth in Action programme as a tool for social inclusion of young people with fewer opportunities.
METHODS

2 international trainers will use active methods based on intercultural learning and experiental learning such as case studies, group work, games, discussions and information sharing.

WORKING LANGUAGE

The working language wil be English.

NUMBER AND PROFILE OF THE PARTICIPANTS

We expect up to 24 participants, youth workers, youth leaders from Programme countries. Participants should be actively involved in a youth organisation, youth group or in another institution in the field of youth work with young people with fewer opportunities. They should be motivated to improve their knowledge and skills on Youth in Action projects, establish partnerships with other organisations and develop new projects for / with young people with fewer opportunities.
In particular, participants should:

· be aged 18 or over,

· be able to communicate in English,

· have motivation and some experiences in working and organising international projects,

· be well acquainted with the goals of their own organisation or group and be prepared to present its work to the other participants of the seminar,

· be highly motivated to actively participate in the whole meeting and to contribute to the development of the programme and life of the group of the participants.

It is important that participants are interested in adding a European dimension to their regular activities on local level and are interested in learning more about the possibilities offered by the Youth in Action programme.
DATES AND VENUE

The seminar will be held from Monday (arrival day) 9th February till Saturday (departure day), 14th February 2009 in Slovenia, Radovljica (http://www.burger.si/Radovljica/uvod.html) . Participants are expected to arrive till Monday evening at latest (19:00). Shuttle from aeroport to hotel will be organized.
Participants will be accomodated in SIC, Radovljica in double rooms with bathroom. All meals will be provided.  

FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

Selected candidates will participate at the seminar under following financial conditions:

· Accomodation and board: costs for accomodation and board are fully covered by the Slovenian National Agency of Youth in Action programme;

· Programme and training materials: costs for training materials and other programme activities are fully covered by the Slovenian National Agency of Youth in Action programme;

· Travel costs: travel costs will be covered by the respective sending National Agencies.

APPLICATION DEADLINE

All candidates must apply by filling in the enclosed application form and sending it to their National Agency by 9th January 2009 at the latest. Final selection of all participants will be avaliable till 154th of January.
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