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· Workshop 13/10/06,14.30 - 16.00 by Maxence de Barros, www.iglyo.com

Inclusion of lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender (LGBT) youth 

1. What are the obstacles for LGBT groups to participate in the Youth in Action programme?

2. What in the Inclusion strategy helps LGBT youth?

3. What could help them even more?

Discussion 

The Polish government ordered the NA to refuse a LGBT project because they do not like to promote and support Lesbian and Gay subjects. The participants have been upset about this and like to do an official statement against it. 

Q: how can we speak about inclusion if we only invite and work exclusive with LGBT youth?

Before we can go outside the LGBT field, people have to first have the sense of a community, make a change about the meaning from the words used to address LGBTs. In Spain they are already inviting heterosexual people into their Youth Exchanges, to contribute to methods against homophobia and to not be in a ghetto. 

Sexuality is a topic for every young human being, so that can be a subject to get to know each other. It is about relation and love, and not only sex, so why not use it?

Q: why is the LGBT youth so late on the agenda?

In the past it was more a hot subject in the field of discrimination. Today it is more about supporting young LGBT people. 

Q: a problem in Poland and in Turkey is that they have no chance to get a project agreed.

With the new Youth in Action project only one NA has to approve the project, so you can apply through other NAs – but this can not be the last answer. Lobbying for LGBT youth on all levels is important. Linda from Sweden is asking the European Commission to give an official statement against this situation. You can not accept that, maybe they can get away with that once but you have to go on and on the force them to accept it with the help from the Commission. 

Q: What in the inclusion strategy helps LGBT youth?

It is very important that sexual orientation is named and written explicitly in the strategy. It has been a far step that needed to be reached – and it is reached now, great!

Q: how can you include LGBT better into their project, when they are not out?

It would be a good idea to use a name for the event that is not clearly showing the target group, the camp can be open the both LGBT and hetero young people. These international camps are further then the local level, so it is important that there should be a sensitive view from the NAs. You can also do youth initiative, but the field is very difficult. 

Local level – regional level – national level – international level they are all connected. Best practice examples are given from Belgium and Spain about the inclusion within camps on local levels. 

LGBT immigrants face a very strong and hard homophobic family background so they need extra support.

Q: How can we get the awareness of sexual orientation to all the organizations that do not work specifically with LGBT youth?

There should be training for non LGBT workers so that their projects become wider – fight against discrimination should be added to all agendas to increase awareness that they have LGBT youngsters. 

At the symposium at the all equal – all different campaign LGBT subjects have been almost excluded. 

Proposal – to start a MSN/Yahoo group about the inclusion of LGBT youth.

It is good that the age group is increased within the Youth in Action Programme.

Summary:
Raise the awareness of trainers and multipliers about LGBT youth within their activities!

Quotations & statements:
It is sad, that it is all coming back to the person in charge in the NA. Who appoints them and gives them the rights? 

LGBT inclusion thinking has to be within our thoughts all the time – what is going on with young Muslim lesbian? 

Virtual Forum Guest Pablo (IGLYO) sent greetings to all participants of the workshop from his office via internet.

Make sure for everyone, that LGBT subjects are a part of human rights.

Report by: Markus Walter
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