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Included or not included… that’s the question !

Input on inclusion and the possibilites of the Youth programm for young people with fewer opportunities – first draft outline
Dirk De Vilder 

Outline of the input 

1. 
Story of  Jos  a young person with fewer opportunities

“It’s nice to hear that I am a young person with fewer opportunities, before I was socially disadvantaged, vulnerable, delinquent, young person at the edge, … good to know but does this gives me more possibilities??? “ 

2. 
Social exclusion – mechanisms

What makes someone excluded?

“ the problems young people face, especially in their transitions to adulthood and employment  , have intensified in the last two decades. Most young people have very ordinary ambitions to get a basic job, with a regular average income and a family which they can support. These relatively simple ambitions , however, are not within reach of many, who end up living precarious lives on the edge of society due  to a mixture of exclusionary processes. But is unhelpful to depict troubled – and sometimes troublesome –youth as a group with singular characteristics. Some are temporarily sidetracked, others essentially confused and only a small minority deeply alienated from mainstream society.

Therefore it is more helpful to see social exclusion as a fluid state, with permeable boundaries and to focus on bridges that can reintegrate young people/

(Howard Williamson; keynote speech research seminar ‘social inclusion and young people)

But… it’s good to now what makes someone excluded to help focussing on bridges towards inclusion.  

Short theory on vulnerability and the role of ‘institutions’ (ex. Schools) in the proces of exclusion

3.
What do excluded people need to be included ?

If mechanisms in society makes some groups of young people vulnerable… what can youth work do to help these young people to reintegrate themselves into society and to avoid to become part of these mechanisms that make young people vulnerable  

4..
Essential questions???


Who do you want to include?


Do they want to included?


Included for what ?


 5. 
Link with youth programme


Story of Jos

Questions, ideas, for further discussion 

· why a European programme ? Maslow !!

Do they want, do they need it? What do they need? Did you asked?

Do you want to set up a European project with young people with fewer opportunities ??

· embedded in a process

· How does the programme find these young people ? How do these young people find the programme? 

Importance of multiplicators, intermediates,…

· participation , how to build up an international project together with young people with fewer opportunities …

‘nothing about us , without us’.

· Together with young people, parents, youth workers,….

· Non-formal education , an answer to the hurting mechanisms of formal education

Importance of ‘relation ‘ with, , be in relation with , speak their 

Language , know their ‘social context’

· differences in programmes according to different groups of possible excluded young people

‘ different answers for different questions ‘

Taylor made  - supportive approach
Ex. Disabled young people together with non-disabled
Ex. Lesbian , gay together to speak safely about specific issues

· conditions to make inclusion possible

Timing, administration, pre-financing, coaches to help with administration, …..

· inclusion in regular youth organisations or organisations working with excluded young people

· consequences for training and support measures

On what to train: specific topics, working with groups , process-oriented youth training, personal development for youth workers working with these young people, basic training ??????
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